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GRGICHHILLS

VINTAGE:Budbreakcameearlyin2003,
followedbyacoolandwetspringthat

slowed down development.After a long,
steadygrowingseason,afewheatspikesin
Septemberacceleratedripening,whichwere
followedbydaysofcoolweather,sowehad
a stop-and-go harvest. We started picking
individualblocksofMerlotonSeptember21
andfinishedeightdayslater.

VINEYARD:Weblendgrapesfromfourof
our organically-grown estate Napa Valley
vineyards to create this 100% Merlot. The
majorityofourgrapescome fromourcool
AmericanCanyonandCarnerosvineyards,
whichcontributebrightfruitandstructurewhiletheMerlotfromourwarmervineyards
inYountvilleandCalistogaaddstextureandelegance.Byblendingwinefromdifferent
growingregionswithinNapaValley,wecreateacomplex,balancedMerlot.

THEWINE:Estategrownmeansthegrapescameentirelyfromourownvineyards,
sowehavetotalcontrolofthequalityfromthevinetothebottle.Thewine’sperfect
marriageofripefruitandFrenchoakbarrelscreatesabouquetofcherryandblackberry
withhintsofcedarandspice.InthemouththisMerlothasagenerous,soft,smooth
texturethathugsyourtongueandtheflavorslingerinyourmouthforalong,longtime.
ThisisaMerlotthatwillgainincomplexityandsilkinesswithage.

Alcohol................ 14.3%byvolume
Fermentation....... indigenousyeast
Harvestdate........ September21-29,2003
Sugar................... 25degreesBrix
Bottlingdate........ May17,2005
Releasedate......... December2006
Totalacid............. 5.78g/L
pH....................... 3.56
Timeinoak.......... 18months
Typeofoak........... mixtureoflargeand
............................. smallFrenchoakbarrels;
............................. 50%newbarrels
Production......... 3,798cases(12/750ml.)
 100cases(12/375ml.)
Blend................... 100%Merlot
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